Nonmetastatic bladder cancer associated with hypercalcemia, thrombocytosis and leukemoid reaction.
We reviewed 4 patients with urothelial bladder cancer and hypercalcemia but without evidence of bony metastasis. Of the patients 2 presented with a leukemoid reaction (1 also had thrombocytosis). None of the patients had evidence of bone metastases or other causes of hypercalcemia, such as hyperparathyroidism, sarcoidosis or vitamin D intoxication. All 4 patients received aggressive therapy for the tumors. In each instance the serum calcium returned to normal following radiation therapy or tumor removal, lending support to the theory of humoral hypercalcemia of cancer. A diagnostic and therapeutic approach to such patients is outlined.